
European theatre directors - dossier collection and translation 

This project involves assisting Dr Adam Ledger (Drama and Theatre Arts, EDACS) on collecting 
primary research materials and translation into English (especially from German and French). The 
materials will mainly be press reviews, but also publicity and interview material. 

The research will greatly assist the development of Dr Ledger’s monograph, The Director and 
Directing: Craft, Process and Aesthetic in Contemporary Theatre (Palgrave Macmillan). This book 
seeks to fill a major gap in scholarship by critically examining both the figure of the director and the 
practice of directing, in order to show how the role and work of a range of contemporary directors can 
be conceived, as well as the imperatives of their work in a shifting theatrical landscape. It will draw on 
a range of primary research material, especially press and publicity materials; the research assistant 
will be crucial to gathering these and translating them into English. 

What is needed? 

I am looking for one/two research assistant(s) who will help to draw up a list of key theatre 
directors/companies, in consultation with me, and gathering publicity and press materials relating to 
their work. Most of this will be available online. These materials will need to be filed into a set of 
dossiers and translated into English for subsequent use in the book. Because of the major locations 
for European work, it is most likely that the primary material will be in German and French, though I 
am open to discussion with potential assistants who can work in other languages.  

Who is this for? 

This is most likely to be suited to an undergraduate who has an interest in theatre, but who is also 
studying Modern Languages and/or Translation, or possesses (near) native-speaker language skills. 
It may be that the work can be split, so that two research assistants, each with specific language 
skills, can work part time over the course of the assistantship. Please therefore consider applying for 
half of the work. 

You will need to be able to: 

• Liaise with the researcher to identify the parameters and content of research 
• Gather and file key material, as agreed, especially using internet resources 
• Translate from European languages (especially German and French) into English, collating 

this material logically into dossiers 
• Present the work clearly and accurately 
• Manage work load/flow independently and with initiative 

What research skills will you gain? 

• An understanding of major European cultural figures and organisations 
• How to target, select, filter and organise potentially large amounts of primary materials 
• Practice of translation skills 
• How to present findings logically 
• Experience of working with a researcher on a contracted publication  

 

 

 


