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Anne de Graville (1490-after 1540) was a noble woman who became lady-in-waiting to 
Queen Claude of France in the early sixteenth century. Anne built up an impressive library, 
of which some forty manuscripts – many of them illuminated – are still extant. She also 
reworked two popular literary works for the Queen: her Rondeaux is a reworking of Alain 
Chartier’s Belle dame sans mercy (1420), and her Beau roman is a reworking of Boccaccio’s 
Teseida (c. 1360). Both texts engage with contemporary literary trends and, in particular, 
with an on-going debate about the nature of women and love (la querelle des femmes). In 
addition, like some of her noble contemporaries including the king’s sister Marguerite de 
Navarre and Anne Boleyn, Anne was a supporter of early evangelical religious reform. 
Anne’s contribution to French literary, religious and artistic culture has, however, never been 
studied in any detail. The student employed on this project would carry out research into the 
courtly context of which Anne was a part and into her literary and religious interests. In 
particular they would be asked to:  
 

- Find out more about the books that formed part of her library and how this relates to 
her own writings as well as to contemporary literary interests 

- Carry out bibliographic searches of primary and secondary material to explore the 
culture of the French court and the people in Anne’s circle 

- Look for further evidence of Anne’s religious convictions  
- Look for and analyse further representations of Anne   

 
The interdisciplinary nature of the project means it could appeal to students studying a 
variety of humanities disciplines. However, the post would be particularly suitable for a 
student with knowledge of the French language. 
 
Benefits for the student 
This project would give the student experience of working on a truly interdisciplinary project 
offering them the chance to use and develop skills in the disciplines of history, art history, 
literary and religious studies. In addition, although gender as a tool of analysis is frequently 
introduced into undergraduate programmes, questions of women’s roles in pre- and early-
modern culture is less frequently encountered by students. Furthermore, the analysis of 
book and manuscript culture also tends to be restricted to final year and postgraduate 
programmes. The project would thus open up a potentially new area for the student to 
explore, specifically enriching their knowledge of early modern women and of France in the 
early sixteenth century.  
 
Benefits supervising staff, the department and the University 
The assistance of an undergraduate researcher would allow me to make significant progress 
on this project, which will be the subject of my next monograph and the principle object of my 
semester’s research leave in the autumn term 2014. It would help to consolidate and 
develop the research I am carrying out this year with the help of a small BA grant. 
Furthermore, this opportunity would allow me to share my specialised knowledge of book 
and manuscript culture, and of women as producers and consumers of artistic culture in the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. The wider benefits of this for the department and school is 
that the student would gain important research skills and experience that would equip them 
for further study and research. For instance, the student who held my previous UGRS has 
now applied to study an MRes in medieval art in the department.  


